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Summary. Searching solutions for the unfavourable trends in
population reproduction over the last few decades is connected to the studies of in-
ternational migration as more and more countries in Europe get the opportunity to
use external migration as an instrument for achieving positive effects in short-term
population development. The raising interest in international migration analysis in
Bulgaria needs to be completed by a long-term comparative study of this topic.

The basic notions concerning international migrations and used by Eurostat are
presented and special attention is paid to work on harmonization of the legal acts
aimed at creating of a common data base of accurate and comparable series of sta-
tistical data on migration processes. The analysis is based on two types of migration
measures: direct and indirect. Dynamics of net migration, emigration and immigra-
tion flow size and structures are studied as well as the refugees’flows and population
Structure by citizenship. As a group for comparison eight European countries are
selected: Sweden, Germany, Denmark, Portugal, Greece, Hungary, Czech Republic
and Romania. The countries are grouped according to the role of the net migration in
the population reproduction over the studied period.

Key words: migration database, external migration measures, dynamics and struc-
ture of net migration, international comparisons

INTRODUCTION

The long-term demographic projections made over the last
two or three decades have been revealing more and clearly the significant changes
being produced in the population structure, which, in turn, will continue to develop
in the future. The fertility rates under the level necessary for population replacement
along with the increasing life expectancy lead to population ageing and over the
last years have formed age structures of the populations, which are unprecedented
in human history and threaten many institutions working on the basis of obsolete
population parameters. The growing proportion between old and young population
has changed the pension system concept, the labour force capacity concept, whose

! The matter in this article makes part of a concluded research published under the title “Regime of
population reproduction in Bulgaria and its impact on labour force offer (2005-2030)” in Prof. Marin
Drinov Academic Publishing House by K. Borissova-Marinova and S. Nikolova in 2011.
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