WHO (2002). Current Practices and Controversies in Assisted Reproduction.

WHO (2003). Progress in Reproductive Health Research, N 63.

WHO, Measure DHS+. (2004). Infecundity, Infertility, and Childlessness in Developing Countries.
DHS Comparative Reports N 9.

(IN)VOLUNTARY CHILDLESSNESS
IN THE RESEARCH FOCUS
OF SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHY

Tatyana Kotzeva, Elitsa Dimitrova

Summary

The paper makes an overview of the existing concepts of
childlessnessand the measuresutilized insocial dlemographythatregisteritsprevalence
in certain populations and across different regions. Based on existing literature
two distinctions of this phenomenon are delineated. Involuntary childlessness or
infertility is defined as diminished ability or inability to conceive and have offspring.
Infertility is also defined in specific terms as failure to conceive after two years of
regular intercourse without contraception. Apart from the popular WHO definition
of infertility various concepts that emphasize other substantial aspects of infertility
and infecundity that have been used in Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) are
also discussed. The second concept the paper deals with is voluntary childlessness.
The existing definitions of this phenomenon are much more variable. The common
aspect in them underlines this phenomenon as a consciously chosen “child-free” life
style. The recent growing trends of voluntary childlessness in European countries
are shortly described in the paper based on utilization of various indicators reflecting
behavioral and attitudinal aspects of voluntary childlessness.

MATPUYHUN MOJEJIA 3A ITPOI'HO3UPAHE
HA TKOHOMMWYECKU AKTUBHOTO
HACEJIEHME 11O ITETTOJUINHU Bb3PACTHU
N INEPOIN

fIna I'enueBa-/Inmona

1. BbBEJAEHUE

Haii-BaxHa 3a UKOHOMUKATa rpyna OT HAaCEeJIEHUETO € Ta3u
HA MKOHOMHYECKH aKTUBHMTE JHIa uiu pabotHata cuia. Ciopes NpueTuTe Mex-
MYHAPOJHU CTaHIAAPTH Ta3W KaTEropus Ce M3IOJI3BA 33 YCTAHOBSBAaHE U HAOMIOME-
HUE Ha HACEJICHHUE, KOETO € OOMYaiHO MKOHOMHWYECKH aKTHUBHO 32 ABJIBI MIEPUOM OT
BpeMe (Hampumep eqHa FOAMHA), KaKTO U 32 TEKYIIO HKOHOMHYECKHA aKTUBHOTO 32
KpaThK mepuol (Hampumep eIHa ceamuia). [IbpBOTO HaceIeHNe ce OIpemesIst KaTo
MKOHOMUYECKHU aKTUBHO ¥ CE€ YCTAHOBSIBA OT MpeOpOsSBaHMATA HA HACEJICHUETO, 10-
KaTo BTOPOTO C€ pa3IiiexkJa KaTO €KBUBAJCHT Ha pabOTHATa CHiIa MPU TEKYIIHUTE
aHkeTHU HaOmromeHus (3aetoct u 6e3padboruma, 2003/3).
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IIpe3 nmociemHUTE TOOWHYU Ce HAOIIOIaBa TEHACHIINS HA yeTHAKBSIBAHE HA JBE-
Te rPYyIU HACEJICHNs, HO € HeOOXOIMMO BUHATH J1a C€ UMAT MPEABUI U Ja Ce OTUYH-
TaT TEXHUTE pa3In4us B 00XBaTa W HAYMHA Ha HaOmroaeHne. Besika oT mBete rpynu
oOxBaIa 3aeTute U 0e3pabOTHHUTE JIMIA B TPYJIOCIOCOOHHS BH3PaCTOB MHTEPBAI,
KOWTO MO MKOHOMMYECKH U MPAKTUUYECKU ChOOpaxeHus € oT 15 no 74 HaBbpIIeHH
i 75 HeHaBbpIleHu roaunu (3aeToct u 6e3pabotura, 2003/3).

Enun oOeKkTHBEH aHAJIM3 Ha Pa3BUTHETO HA pabOTHATA CHJIa MOXE Ja Ce W3-
BBPIIU SIWHCTBEHO C WHGPOpMANHUS 32 HEWHUTE Ha-Ba)XKHU IOKA3aTEJIM MO MOJ,
BB3PaCT U Pa3INYHU WKOHOMHWYECKH W COIMATHY MpU3HAIN. Upe3 pa3BUTHETO HA
OCHOBHUTE IOKA3aTEeIN 33 TE3W IMPU3HAIMU CE€ PAa3KpWBAT TCHICHIUUTE U 3aKOHO-
MEpPHOCTHUTE B M3MEHEHHMETO Ha pabOTHATA CHJia Mpe3 AaJCH MEePUOJ U Ha ajieHa
TepuTopus (CTpaHaTa, peruoH, 00JacT, OOIIMHA U HAaceJeHO MscTO). Paskpurure
3aKOHOMEPHOCTH U TEHACHIIMY CIIy)XKaT Hal-HAIpe 32 aHAJIN3 Ha CBIECTBYBAIIOTO
MOJIOKEHUE, 32 HETOBUTE MPOOJIEMH ¥ BH3MOXKXHOCTH 3a monodpenne. TSIXHOTO 3HA-
YeHNe HapacTBa OIIe TOBeUe IPU MOASIMPAHETO U MPOTHO3UPAHETO HA pabOTHATA
cuja, KOSATO CTOM B OCHOBAaTa Ha BCSKO yIPAaBJICHWE HA OBIEIaTa CTOMAHCKA U
conuaiHa aeiHocT. Ha nmpaktuka paboTHaTa cuiia ce MPOrHO3KUpa MO MOJI U METro-
JIUIITHA Bb3PACTOBH IPYNH HAall-MHOIO 32 TEKYIIY ONEPATUBHU HYXIHU Ha yIpaBie-
HUETO B KPATKOCPOYCH ILIAH JO 5 TOJAWHU U B cpeaHocpoueH 1o 10—15 ronunu. B
IIBJITOCPOYHA MepcrekTrBa 3a 20 v moBevYe rOAWHA NKOHOMHUYECKUTE IPOTHO3U HA
HACEJICHUETO Ca CPABHUTEIHO MO-penku. He3aBHCMMO OT TOBa, BCUYKHA CPETHO-
CPOYHHU U IBJTOCPOYHU IPOTHO3W TPSOBA M1a CE€ aKTyaJIM3UpPAT CJIEed BCEKH M3MH-
HaJ NEeTTOAMIIEH MEePUOM, KATO € HAJIOXKUTEIHO ChCTaBSHETO HAa HOBU MPOTHO3U
cJiel BCSIKO npedposiBaHe Ha HaceleHneTo. KakTo e u3BecTHO, MpeOposiBAaHUSATA Ce
U3BBPIIBAT OOMKHOBEHO Mpe3 10 roAWHM U JTOCTABSAT OTHOCUTEIHO TOYHA UH(OP-
Manus 3a T.Hap. HOCTOSTHHO JKMUBEEIO HACEJICHNE Ha JaJeHa TEPUTOPUS MIPHU yCIIO-
BUSTA HA CbBPEMEHHUTE MHTCH3NBHU MUTPAIIMOHHN IPOIIECH, KOUTO HE CE OTUYUTAT
TEKYIIO CTATUCTUYECKH 32 BHHITHATA MUTPAIHSL.

CbhCTaBSHETO HA MPOTHO3U 32 MKOHOMHUYECKHM AKTUBHOTO HACEJICHHE U IMO-
KOHKPETHO Ha TeKyllaTa pabOTHa CuJia € MOCJIEIHUSAT U HAlW-OTTOBOPEH eTam Ha
HEHHOTO WM3CJIeABaHE U MOJeaupaHe. Beska kpaTKOCPOYHA M TBJITOCPOYHA MPOT-
HO3a Ha paboTHaTa cumjia obave TpsOBa Ja ce OCHOBaBa Ha MPOrHO3a 3a OOIIOTO
HaceJieHHe (aKTMBHOTO M HEAKTUBHOTO) IO IOJI U BB3PACT, KAKTO M HA IPOTHO3A
32 UKOHOMHYECKaTa aKTUBHOCT HAa TOBA HACEJICHUE MO CHITUTE U IPYrd HPU3HALM.
B Ta3u Bpb3ka Hali-Hampe] Ce ChCTaBs MPOTHO3a HA IOCTOSHHOTO HACEJICHUE B
KPaTKOCPOYHA M CPEIHOCPOYHA MEPCIEKTHBA, KOSITO MOXE Ja Ce pa3miexia KaTo
M3XOJHA M HaJeXTHA 0a3a 3a CJIeaBaIOTO MPOrHO3upaHe Ha paboTHaTa cuia. [1po-
THO3WPAHETO HA MOCTOSSHHOTO HACEJICHWE C MAaTPUYHU MOJEJH IO TOJI M Bh3pacT
IpU CHBPEMEHHUTE YCJIOBHS Ha JIUICBAINA TEKylla WHPOpMAaNWs 332 BHHITHATA
MUTpanus, € npencraBeHo B otnenna cratus (Iemuesa, 2009). B cvorBeTcTBHE C
HEeHAaTa CTPYKTypa B HACTOSINATA CTATHUS Ca M3JIOXKEHU MATPUYHU MOJEIU CaMO
3a MPOTHO3MpaHe Ha pabOTHATA CHJIA IO TOJ W BB3PACT IPH CHIIUTE YCIOBHS Ha
JIMTCBaIa WHGOPMAIWS 32 BHHIIIHATA MUTPAIWS U 32 MEXaHUYHOTO JBUKCHUE OT
B3aMMHHTE IPEMUHABAHNS HA MKOHOMUYECKY aKTHBH JINIA B HEAKTUBHU U OOPaTHO.
B u3BeCTEH CMUCHJI HACTOSIIATA CTATHS MPEICTABIsABA MPOABIKEHUE W TO-HATA-
TBIIHO PAa3BUTHE HA OTOEJA3aHATa CTAaTHUs 32 000oTO Hacenenue. OT CBOs cTpaHa,
IPOTHO3MUTE 32 pabOTHATA CHJIa Ca M3XOJHA OCHOBA 32 MPOTHO3UpPAHE HA 3aCTHTE,
3aeTocTTa M 0e3pabOTHUTE MO MOJ U Bb3pacT. [1o TO3M HAUMH ce YCTAaHOBSIBA M-
Ka BPh3Ka M CIMHEH METOIOJIOTHYEH MOIXO0 3a IeMOrpadCKo M COIMATHO-UKOHO-
MHUYECKO MOJIIEJIMpaHe W MPOTHO3MPaHEe HA OOIIOTO HACEICHWE, HA NKOHOMUYECKI
aKTHBHOTO WX paboTHATa CWiia W Ha 3aeTuTe U Oe3paborHute. [Ipm Hammume Ha
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